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	Desert Heights 

Preparatory Academy

16635 North 51st Avenue

Glendale, AZ 85306

(602) 896-0888

www.desertheightsprep.org



2012 – 2013 SYLLABUS

	Grade Level:  5th
	Quarter:  1
	Teachers:  Mrs. Bartilucci- Mr. Oliver


DESCRIPTION
            In this course syllabus, we will be outlining our general objectives for the first quarter of our school year.  We are confident that this year will be filled with many great learning experiences and wonderful discoveries.  Your child’s academic success is our # 1 priority.  We know you have a choice when it comes to your child’s education, and we are happy that you chose Desert Heights Preparatory Academy!   
OBJECTIVES
All instruction will be guided by the Common Core standards and will be designed to support cross-curricular learning.  During the 1st quarter in 5th grade, the students will focus on the following concepts (please note that this is subject to change):
· Reading (Mrs. Bartilucci):  Heritage and Energy at Work Units.  Using these reading units we will focus on Main Idea and Details, Summarizing, Author’s Purpose, Comparing and Contrasting, Drawing Inferences, and Collecting Information and Research.  (Standards Focus: RL 5.1, 5.2, 5.4 RF 5.3)
· Language Arts (Mrs. Bartilucci/ Mr. Oliver): We will be using the six traits to guide the writing process in the areas of Summarizing Information, Compare and Contrast Essays, Article and Descriptive Writing, as well as making inferences. Students will be focusing on the different forms of nouns, verbs, irregular verbs, adjectives and prepositional phrases in the first quarter (Standards Focus: W 5.2, 5.4-5.7)
· Math (Mr. Oliver):  Students will review critical concepts from 4th grade as well as Writing and Interpreting Numerical Expressions, Analyzing Patterns and Relationships, Number and Operations in Base Ten with a focus on algebraic patterns and Problem Solving Patterns, (Standards: 5.0A 1-3, 5.NBT 1-7)
· Science (Mr. Oliver):  Cells and Structures of Living Things  These units examine the structure of cells, both animal and plants and the Structure of Human Body Systems: Skeletal, Nervous and Muscular (AZ Standards: S1C1-4, S4C1   CC Standards: SL 5.1-5.3 RI 5.1, 5.3, 5.4, 5.6)
· Social Studies (Mrs. Bartilucci):  Students focus on basic geography: latitude, longitude, hemispheres, regions, and physical features/landforms. Students will learn about American Indian tribes as the natives of America before learning about when, why, and how explorers from Spain, England, and France explored and settled in the 13 original colonies. Students will be using the USA Social Studies Weekly Newspapers this year. (AZ Standards:  S1C3 PO1-5    CC Standards:  SL 5.1, 5.2, 5.4, RI 5.1-5.7)
GRADING
1. Practice (classwork, homework, and participation) -- 10% of total grade:  All students are expected to participate and complete their classwork on a daily basis.  We engage the students in a great deal of cooperative learning and independent learning as well as lectures.  Students will be required to take notes, play an active role in group learning, and participate in various warm-up activities.  Should these assignments not be completed in a timely manner, the student may lose participation points for that particular assignment or be required to complete it at home.  
2. Projects -- 40% of total grade:  Students will be assigned at least one project per quarter per class.  Projects are considered long-term assignments, and the students will be given ample time to complete all or most of the project in class.  There will be instances in which the student may be required to take parts of the project home to work on it.  You will be notified of these projects via our websites as well as the student agenda.  

3. Assessments (quizzes or tests) – 50% of total grade:  Teachers will offer a variety of authentic assessment tools to enable students to demonstrate proficiency of the target Common Core standards.  Please see the policy for retakes on assessments.  
4. Agenda (required participation):  All students are required to purchase an agenda and use it on a daily basis.  Agendas are $5.00 and can be purchased in the office.  Your child will be writing  assignments in the agenda on a daily basis along with long-term assignments, important dates to remember, and notes from the teacher.  It is your child’s responsibility to write in the agenda correctly and to make sure that a parent/guardian signs it every night.  Please check your child’s agenda nightly!  
CLASS POLICIES
1. Attendance:  Students must not only attend every class, but they must also be on time, be prepared, and take an active part in classroom activities. 
2. Plagiarism and Cheating:  Plagiarism includes copying and pasting or paraphrasing another’s words, ideas, or facts without crediting the source; submitting a paper written by someone else, either in whole or in part, as one’s own work; or submitting work previously submitted for another course or instructor. Plagiarism, cheating, or other forms of academic dishonesty on any assignment will result in zero credit for the assignment and further disciplinary action.
3. Homework:  Any work not completed during the school day will need to be completed at home.  All assignments must be received on or before the due date, by the beginning of the class period, in order to receive full credit. If the assignment is received by the end of the week, the student will earn half credit.  Any late assignment not received by Friday will not be accepted, and a “0” will be put in the grade book.  
4. Participation:  All students are encouraged to participate in all class discussions, group work, and in-class assignments.  Students will receive a “practice” grade for their participation in class and should  be prepared for class at all times with all necessary materials including assignments, writing utensils, and textbooks. 
5. Retakes:  If a student scores below 70% on any assessment, they have the opportunity to make corrections to their work and/or retake the test.  Students will receive reteaching, and corrections may include but are not limited to writing the correct answers, page numbers, and showing the work completely.  Retakes will be scheduled with the teacher and will occur before school.     
SUBJECT/TEACHER INFORMATION
We will be departmentalizing this year, and the teachers are as follows:
	Subject
	Teacher

	Reading
	Mrs. Bartilucci

	Language Arts 
	Mrs. Bartilucci/ Mr. Oliver (Homeroom Teacher)

	Math
	Mr. Oliver

	Science
	Mr. Oliver

	Social Studies
	Mrs. Bartilucci

	Specials (Art, Dance, Music, P.E., Spanish, or Technology)
	Boyd, Conley, DeYoung, Blackburn, Gouveia, 


DAILY SCHEDULE
	 Period
	 Time
	 Subject

	1
	7:30-8:25
	 Specials

	2
	8:25-9:25
	 *Math or Reading

	3
	9:25-10:05
	 *Science or Social Studies

	4
	10:05-11:05
	 *Math or Reading

	5
	11:05-11:45
	*Science or Social Studies

	6
	1:145-12:45
	 Lunch

	7
	12:45-1:25
	 Grammar/Spelling

	8
	1:25-2:25
	 Writing

	9
	2:25-3:30
	 Study Hall


*Students will be in two homeroom groups.  The homerooms will switch for a Math and Science block with Mr. Oliver and a Reading and Social Studies Block with Mrs. Bartilucci.
I acknowledge that I have read the syllabus and discussed it with my student.  
___________________________________ 


_____________________________________
Student Signature 





Parent Signature 
Revised 7/2012
Revised 07-28-11
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